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PRE F A C E. 


HE N the following Treatiſe was writ 
the Nation had the uncomfortable Proſpeti 
of a Popiſi Succeſſor in viem; and among 
other Pieces, thu was publiſh'd, m order 
to ſet forth the Danger that threarer'd 

Britain and Ireland by ſuch a Succeſſor, Tis too much to be 
fear d we have the like uncomfort able Proſpect now, and there- 
fore the Reprinting of it cannot be judg d unſeaſonable. 
Tis true, we have Laws and Treaties againſt it, and re- 
peated Aſſurances from her Majeſtiy, that ſhe will maintain 
the Proteftant Succeſſion as eftabliſh'd in the Houſe of Hanno- 
ver. This is indeed a Security which we had not then, 
Tet our Parliaments in thoſe days did ſucceſſively expreſs 
an uncommon Zeal againſt Popery and Tyranny, as appears by 
their Proceedings for excluding that Popiſh Succeſſor, who was 
then ſo much dreaded; and by their Addreſſes ag iuſt, and 
Impeachment of ſuch Minifters and others that favour'd him, 
and fell in with the arbitrary Meaſures of the Court. The 
Bulk of the People was as much aguinſt a Popiſh Succeſſor as 
their Repreſentatives, ſo that we had then nothing to firuggle 
with but a corrupt Fattion in Church and State ; yet every one 
knows that the Concurrence of the Court with that corrupt - Fac- 
tion, added ſo much-weight to them, tho odiaus in the Eyes of 
the Nation, that they prevail'd and ſettled their Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor, who at one time had put on a Proteftunt Vizard, as 
ſoon as King Charles II. exp.r'd. | 
Tho it muſt be own'd with reſpect to the Lam, our Circum- 
Rlances are now better, yet in other reſpetcts they are a great 
deal worſe. The fir$t , That notwit-ftanding the fatal Ex- 
periment we then made, that our Religion and Liberty could 
never be ſafe under a Pop.ſo King of arb;trary Principles, too 
many of our Clergy and People ſcem fond of trying another; 
and in order to bring him in, do openly declare for thoſe Prin- 
ciples which are utterly inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution in 
Church and State. This makes our Caſe ſo much worſe now 
than it was then, as a Rel ipſe is always more dangerous than 
the rt Attack of a Diſeaſe, | 
2, Our Principles in Matters of Religion are much more 
corrupted now than in thoſe * > for to give the then Clergy 
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| (0) 
their Due, tho they were generally wrong in Politicks, they 
were for the moſt part ſound in Religion, of which they gave 
evident Proofs when they were put to the Teſt, and did (6 
bafle all the Learning of Rome, that it was oblip'd to 4 
ſhameful Retreat before that of the Church of England, 

Our crafty Adverſaries being ſenſible of this, have ever ſince 
that time been providing again the like Danger to their 
Cauſe, and have had but too much Succeſs in debauching the 
Principles of ſome of our Clergy ;, ſo that the groſſe#t Doc- 
trines of Popery, which'were always the Abhorrence of Prote- 
Rants, are now come ſo much in faſhion, that it appears b 
ſome very late Inſtances, a Cenſure upon them is not to be ob- 
tain d in our Lower Houſe of Convocation. The Truth of 
this will ſcarcely be deny'd by any Man, who has read An Ac- 
count of two Motions made in that Houſe, concerning the 
Power of remitting Sins, by Dr. Canon Archdeacon of 
Norfolk, To clear this Point, I ſhall only take notice of 
ſome of the chief Articles, wherein the Church of England 
and that of Rome have always been accounted irreconcilable 
ſince the Reformation. The firſt is the Pope's Supremacy in 
Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, which the generality of Proteftants did 
ever abhor, as of the moft dangerous Conſeguence both to 
Church and State; yet now this Supremacy is become ſo inno- 
cent a thing among our High Churchmen, that Mr. Lelley, 
one of their moſt noted Authors, does expreſly write for al 
lowing him as much as was granted him by the Gallican Church 
in their National Council of 1682. as may be ſeen by his Re- 

ale and Pontificate, Edit. 2. printed in 1702. Upon this 
oot that Author was for entering into a Treaty of Communion 
with the Church of France, tho reaking with the Blood of ſo 
many Thouſands of our Proteſtant Brethren, which calls for 
Vengeance from Heaven againit them; and he expreſſes a 
mighty Concern that the Engliſn Convocation was nat ſuffer d 
to ſit while that of France lafted, which render d any Treaty 
betwixt them impracticable. Of the ſame Tendency with this 
Doctrine of the Pope's Eccleſiaftical Supremacy, are the No- 
rions broach'd among us with ſo much Violence of late, that 
there's no true Church, Sermons or Sacraments, where there 15 
not Epiſcopal Ordination in a Lineal Deſcent fr om the time of 
the Apaſiles; and that the Church ought to be independent on 

e State, | 

th The 24 Inflance of an Advance towards the Church of 
Rome in point of Doctrine, is, the Opinion ſo mightily con- 
tended fer by that ſame Author, Dr. Hickes and others, * 
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the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is a Sacrifice, and our 


Miniſtets ſacrificing Prieſts. This deſerves our Conſideration 


fo much the more, that theſe Men give up that very Article of 


aur Religion, upon which most of our. Martyrs did ſuffer in the 
Reign of O. Mary, as may be ſcen by Fox's Martyrology, 
7 others who writ of thoſe Times, 

The zd is a Power of remitting Sins by the Prieſt, which 
neceſſarily carries along with it Auricular Confeſſion in order to 
Abſolution, one of the moſt artful Contrivances of the Church 
of Rome, to keep up ber Tyranny over the Souls of Men. A. 
bundance of other Inſtances might be given; but theſe, with 
the known Principles of our High Churchmen, that the Church 
ought to be reſtor d to all her antient Poſſeſſions, and the Abbots, 
&c. to their Places in Parliament, are more than enough to 
prove the fatal Advances which too many of the Church of Eng- 
land have made toward the Church of Rome. The Curious, 


an 


who would be fully ſatisfy'd of this, may find numerous as 


well as amazing Inſtances to prove it, in a little Pamphlet, 
call d, A New Catechiſm, with Dr. Hicks's 39 Articl 
where the very Words and Pages of the Authors are quote 
This is enough on the Head of Religion, to bew how far an 
Advancement in that towards the Church of Rome, puts us 
in danger of a" Popiſh Succeſſor. 

I come next to ſhew how much our Danger that way is in- 
creas'd from the Syſtem of Politicks which is now ſo much in 
vogue among thoſe who love to appropriate to themſelves the 
name of the True Sons of the Church. This might be branch'd 
out into many Particulars ;, but the whole Matter is reducible to 
the two common Heads, Of Indefeaſible Hereditary Right of 
Succeſſion and its being abſolutely unlawful to reſiſt Princes, 
or thoſe who have their Commiſſion, upon any pretext 
whatever. Where theſe two Principles obtain, they certainly 


ſwallow up all Pretenſions to Liberty and Property, and give the 


Prince as much Power over our Bodies and Eſtates, as the 
above-mention'd Principles of Religion give the Prieſts over our 
Souls and Conſcicnces, Tet theſe falſe Maxims do now prevail 
fo much, that thoſe who can't comply with them, are branded 
with the odious Names of Republicans, and Men of Antimo- 
narchical Principles; and the be$ Character which the oppoſite 
Party think fit to beftow upon them, is, that they are Enemies 

to their Queen and their Country. 
From this there's too much ground to conclude, that thoſe who 
entertain ſuch Principles are ready prepar'd for Popery and Sla- 
| very, 
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(ri). 
very, and muſt by conſequence be Enemies to the Hannover Suc- 
ceſſion. | 
is from hence, as from a Fountain, that all thoſe Addreſ- 
ſes and Libels which Arie at the very root of our Liberties 


"and Religion, do flow. This is the Origin of al thoſe Sermons 


that have been preach'd and Pamphlets that have been writ, to 
blac kem the Revolution, and thoſe whom God made the Glorious 
Inflruments of it. From this Harmony in Principles come all 


| thoſe ſudden Endearments that appear betwixt France and 4 


certain Party among us, Nothing but the Inchantments 
ſuch falſe Principles could bewitch ſo great a part of this Na- 
tion, as to make them ſo much in love with the Hereditary 
Enemies of their Country and Religion, and entertain ſuch a 
Spirit of Rancour and Malice againſt our good Allies and 
Neighbours the Dutch, who did in 7 friendly a manner help to 
reſcue us from the devouring Jams of Popery and Slavery at the 
time of the late Happy Revolution, | 

What elſe but Foridneſs for a Popiſh Succeſſor could in- 
duce ſuch Numbers of People to plead for ſuch a Peace as 
ſeems contrary to many ſolemn Treaties and Alliances, and the 
repeated Declarations of Queen and Parliament, That no 
Peace could be Safe and Honourable for Ex land, fo long 
as the French King continues Maſter of the Spaniſh Monar- 
chy ? Has not her Majcfiy told us, * That nothing can be 
© more evident, while he continues ſo, than that the Ball ince 
© of Power in Europe is utterly deſtroy d; that he will be able 
in a ſhort time to engroſs the Trad, and' Wealth of the 
© World; and that no good Engliſhman could at any time be 
© content to acquieſte and fit ftill in ſuch a Proſpett Has not 
her Majeſty likewiſe told us, That the Fr, King is certainly 
© engapg d to extirpate our Religion, as well as to reduce theje 
© Kingdoms to Slavery; and that all which is dear to us mus 


© be zrrecoverably lost, if ever the Deſigns of a Popiſb Preten- 


© der, bred up in the Principles of the moſt Arbitrary Govern- 
© ment, ſhould take place 7 | 

Tet is it not viſivle, that the Pretender's Faction are fill A 
with Joy, becauſe the French King hopes to be left in pej- 
ſeffion of the Spanith Monarchy, the Conſequences of which are 
ſo graphically deſuribd by ber Yojefty t And has not the 


Houſe of Hannover been openiy inſulted, without our hearing 0 

any Examples of juſtice upon thoſe who do it ? Haas not the 
Faflion a:tack'd the Treaty of Union betwixt the two Nations, 
which was made principaly with a View 10 ſecure the Hanno- 


ver Succefion ? ave they not likewiſe quarre!'d with the _ 
rier- 


(ww) 
rier-Treaty, which was made with the Dutch on purpoſe to ſup- 
port that Succefſion ? Did not the Author of the Cond of 
the Allies traitorouſly ridicule that 1 aud inſinuate the 
Neceſlity of altering that Settlement? What Justice has the 
Family of Hannover receiv'd for that traitorous Aﬀront put 
upon them in the Faculty of Advocates at Edinbu, 2 by the 

7 


Pretender's Medal ? Has not that Inſamous T ool oper 
libel d the Electer's Miniſter and bus Memorial ? What Fuſ- 
tice bas been done againſt Leſley; for bis Treaſonable and Villa- 
nous Libel, call'd The Good Old Cauſe ? Does not the Re- 
view write with the utmoſt Virulence againft all the Confede- 
rates, and for a War with the Dutch; tho be confeſſes that 
ſuch a War muft endanger the Hannover Succeſſion and the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt? What Reproaches don't the Party utter a- 
gainft the Elector, becauſe he does not withdraw his Troops 
from the Confederate Army; nor indeed can do it without 
breaking his Alliances, and running the Risk of being put un- 
der the Ban of the Empire ? Certainly every Man who con- 
fiders theſe things muft own, that there's a dangerows Conſpiracy 
on foot againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion, in order to bring in a 
Popiſh Pretender. 

After what we have heard from her Majeſty, That all 
© which is dear to us muſt be irrecoverably loft, if ever the 
n Be of that Pretender, bred up in the Principles of the 
© moſt Arbitrary Government, ſ ond take place; one would 
think it needleſs to add any more, for thoſe Words do empha- 
tically include all that can be ſaid. Beſides, the Character of 
a Popiſh Succeſſor, and the Danger that muſt attend the Nation 
from him, are ſo well ſet out in the following Treatiſe, that I 
might juſtly forbear any End: avours on that head: yet ſome- © 
thing I jhall add with relat.on to our preſent C ircumſtances, 
which could not fall under that Author's View. 

1. The Nation, as I have hinted already, was not ſo much 
prepar'd for Pogery and Slavery as now, 

2. The Friends of the then Papiſh Succeſſor were not poſſeſs'4 
with ſuch a degree of Fury and Rage againſt thoſe who oppos'd 
him, as the Faction is at preſent againſt all ſuch as don't give 
into their Meaſures, The Bent of the People in thoſe days was 
unverſal againft Lopery and Slavery, and they expreſs'd it on 
all Occaſions ;, as at Elections of Magiftrates and Members of 
Parliament, and by the great Proceſſions they made at burn- 
ing the Pope, on the Anniverſary of Queen Elizabeth's Pro- 

| Clamation, But nom our High-Church Gentry and Clergy 
have ſo corrupted the Minds of the Mob, that they ſeem 10 


4 have 


(viii) 
have quite forgot their being Free men or Proteftants, and ap- 
pear as Champions for thoſe who wou d bring us under the Yoke 
of France and Rome. p | 

3. The Pretender himſelf has been educated, as her Majeſty 
well obſerves, in the Principles of the moſt Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, and under the Influence of a Court who have an inbred 
Hatred to our Nation and Religion : He is incensd to the 
bigheft degree by a Popiſh Italian Mother, with Accounts of the 
Injury done by us to his ſuppos d Father and himſelf, by expo- 
fing him as an Impaſtor, and one who is not of Royal Blood. Hs 
pretended Father left it him as his dying Advice, to adhere 
firmly to the Church of Rome, and to remember all bis Life 
the Obligations which he had tothe King of France. All this 
he has promis d to do, and we can make no doubt but he will 
Fulfil his Promiſes if ever it be in his power, We have alſo 
repeated Accounts, that he has an Allowance from Rome, and 
no doubt the French King's Approbation, to put on a Proteſtant 
Mask, and diſſemble his Religion, that he may the better de- 
ceive our Mob. 

What are we to expect then from a Succeſſor ſo educated, 
and under ſuch Influence and Obligations to the ſmorn Enemy 
of our Nation and Church ? Is it not plain, that if ever he 
come hither, it can be in no other Quality, but as Lewis AI 
Deputy, and that Great Britain muft pay the Charge the French 
King has been at for maintaining his Family, and for his own 
Education and Equipment? Is it not evident, befides the 
Prejudices and Hatred with which Popery does naturally inſpire 
all thoſe who profeſs it againſt our Religion; that this Hatred 
muſt be doubled in him by the curſed Example 1 the French 
King, who has exterminated the Proteftants out 0 bis own Do- 
minions, and has declar d himſelf to be their irreconcilable 
Enemy every wbere elſe? Has not the Pretender, to all thoſe 
adventitions Prejudices againſt our Religion and Country, ad- 
ded thoſe which he has conceiv'd from the ſuppos'd Injuries we 
hve done himſelf and his Family? Certainly then, if ever it 
was true in any Caſe, it muſt be jo in this 

8 Regnabit Sanguine multo, 
Ad Regnum quiſquis venit ab Exilio- 

I Gall add no more, but recommend the Peruſal of the fol. 
lowing Treatiſe to all who wiſh well to our Religion and Liberty, 
and hope it may be of ſome uſe towards curing the Minds of our 
People of that Infatuation, which ſo many of 'em at preſent do 
labour under. 
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The CHARACTER of « 
Popiſh Succeſſor, and what 
England may expett from ſuch 


a One 
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* been my Fortune to be à Subject and a. Native 
that 
laſt paſt 1 have ſcarce heard any thing but the continual 
Noiſe of Popery and Plots, with all the clamorous Fears 
of a jealous Kingdom about my Ears. And truly T muft 
plainly confehs, I am not ſo ill a Commonwealths- man, bat 
that I am glad to ſee my Countrymen diſturb'd in a Cauſe 
where Religion, Liberty and Property are at ſtake. If their 
alouſies are juft, and their Fears prophetick, in God's Name 
et them talk. Every good Man ought to be ſo far from ſi- 
lencing any reaſonable Murmurs, that 'tis rather his Duty to 
bear a part in a Choice ſo univerſal. And if we ſee the great 
and wiſe Men of our Nation, like true N rug- 
Sling and toiling to prevent our threatning Calamities, let us 
take delight to behold them reflleſs and uneaſy, rolling about 
our troubled Sea, like Porpoiſes againſt a Tempeſt, to fore- 
warn us of an approaching Deſtruction. 

But amidſt our eyident Danger, we ſee another fort of 
People daily flattering and deluding us into a falfe and fatal 
Security. And ſure none are ſo little our Friends, or indeed 
ſo void even of Humanity it ſelf, as thoſe who would lull vs 
alleep when Ruin is in view ; but fince Zeal and Hypocriſy, 
naked Truth and artificial Falſhood have ofcentimes alike Fa- 
ces, I cannot but think it the Duty both of a Chriſtian and an 
Engliſhman, to unravel the Treachery of thoſe falſe Arguments 
which they raiſe to deſtroy us. 

As firſt, they ſay, Why ſhould we ſtand in fear of Popery, 
* when in the preſent Temper of England tis impoſſiblę for 
* any Succeſſor whatever to introduce it ? | 

And next, amidſt our groundleſs Fears (ſay they) © Let us 


. © Conhider what that Prince is that appears ſodreadful a Gorgon 
B to 


art of the World, where almoſt three yeats 
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(C2) 
to England: A Prince that on all accounts has ſo ſignally ven. 
tur d his Life for his King and Country: A Hero of that 
faithful and matchleſs Courage and Loyalty: A Prince of 
Reſolu 


that unſhaken Honour and tion, that his Word has 
ever been known to be his Oracle, and his Friendſhip a Bul. 
I wark wherever he vquchſafes to place it. With, ſuch an in- 
© finits./Maſs of alfthe-Bravery and allantry that cat adorn 
* aPrince, why 8 the Change of his Religion deſtroy his 
© Humanity, -or the Advance to a Crown 3 his Word or 
Hqnour leſs ſacred, or make him a Tyrant to that very Peo- 
plewhôm he has Heften and chretfully defended? Why 
may there not be a Popiſh King with all theſe "Accompliſh- 
< ments, that whatever his own private Devotivns, ſhall be, 
« yet ſhall publickly maintain the Proteſtant Worſhip, with 
© all the preſent Conſtitution of Government unalter d? 
es, now I ay ſomething ! If this Rara Avis in terris can be 
found, then | England were in a happy Condition, But, alas! 
what: fignify all the great paſt Actions of a Prince's Life, 
when Popery at laſt has got the Aſcendant? All Vertues muſt 
truckle to Religion; and how little an Impreſſion will all his 
recorded Glories leave behind them, when Rome has once ſtampt 
een £5 | | 
But ſince unlikely things may come to paſs, let us ſeriouſly 


- 


examine how far the Notion of ſuch a Popiſh Succeſſor con- 


ſiſts with, Reaſon, or.indeed has the leaſt*ſhadow of poſſbility. 


If to maintain and defend our Religion be any more than a 
Name, it is impoſſible for any Man to a the true Defenſive 
Part; without the Offenũve too. And he that would effectual- 
Iy uphold the Proteſtant Worſhip, Peace and Intereſt, is 
bound to ſuppreſs all thoſe potent and dangerous Enemies that 
would deſtroy chem; for all other Defence is but Diſguiſe and 
„ ĩ ¾ͤ Es 20 4 „ 602. 

If then the Wiſdom of ſeveral ſucceſſive Monarchs, with a 
whole Nation's unanimous Prudence, and indefatigable Care 
for the Proteſtant Preſervation; has determin'd, That thoſe 
Popiſh' Priefts, who ha ve ſworn Fealty to the See of Rome, and 


taken Orders in foreign Seminaries, are the greateſt Seducers 


of the King's Liege People, and the moſt notorious Incendia- 
ries and Subverters of the Proteſtant Chriſtianity and Loyal- 
ty, and for that Cauſe their ſeveral Laws'declar'd them Trai- 
rors.; by conſequence thele are the potent and dangerous Ene- 
mies, Which, in defence of the Proteſtant Cauſe, this Popiſh 
King, is oblig'd to. ſuppreſs and puniſh, and theſe the very 

Laws he is bound to execute. 1 22 
And tho, perhaps, tilt the Diſcovery of the late Plot, for 
ſeveral Ages we have not ſeen that Severity inflicted on Po: 
piſh - Pricft, as the Laus-againſt them require; 8 _ 
| ecauſe 
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(3) 
becauſe the flouriſhing Tranquillity of the Engliſh Church, un- 
Ns d e- ae * 

er this King and his Father's Reign, render them ſo inconſi- 
derable an Adverſary, that the natural tenderneſs of the Pro- 
teſtant People of England, not delighting in Blood, did not 
think it worth their while either to detect or proſecute them, 
and therefore has not made them the common Mark of ſuſ- 

tice. | 8, . 40 A 
Yet: under the Reign of an Engliſh papiſt, when the Fra- 
ternity of their Religion ſhall encourage the Pope to make his 
working Emiſſaries ten times more numerous; when, if not 
the hope of publick Patronage, yet at leaſt their Confidence 
of private Indulgence, Connivance and Mercy, emboldens 
the maſſive Obedience of his jeſuitical Iaſtruments; whilſt the 
k very Name of à Popiſh' Monarch has the Influence of the Sun 
in Egypt, and daily warms our Mud into Monfters, till they 
are become our moſt threatning and: moſt formidable Enemies z 
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and if ever the Proteſtant Religion wanted a Defender, tis 
5 then: If the Word, Honour or Coronation-Oath of a King be 
1 more than a Name, tis then or never he is oblig'd to uphold 
£ the Proteſtant Intereſt, and actually ſuppreſs its moſt apparent 
t and moſt notorious Enemies. 1 


Well then, for Argument's ſake, by the virtue of a ſtrong 
Faith (a Faith ſo ſtrong as may remove Mountains) let us 
7 ſuppoſe we may have ſuch a Roman Catholick King as ſhall 
diſcountenance Pope and Popery, cheriſh Proteſtantiſm, and 
4 effectually deter and puniſh all thoſe who ſhall endeavour to 
undermine and ſupplant it; and then let us examine what this 
King, thus qualify'd, muſt do. | . 

Firſt then, in continuing the Ecclefiaftick Juriſdiction, Ho- 
nours and Preferments in the hands of the Proteſtant Cler- 
gy, he muſt confer his Favours and Smiles on thoſe very Men, 
whom (by the Fundamentals of his own uncharitable Perſua- 
1 ſion, which dooms all that die out of the Boſom of the Romiſh 
: Church to a certain State of Damnation) he cordially believes 
; do preach and teach, and lead his Subjects in the direct way to 
| 
$ 


Hell. And next, at the: ſame time, be muſt not only puniſh 
and perſecute, but perhaps impriſon and hang thoſe very on- 
ly righteous Men, whom from the bottom of his Soul he be- 
lieves can only open them the Gates of Paradiſe z' whilft in ſo- 
doing he cannot but accuſe himſelf of copying the old Jewiſh 
Cruelty., Nay, in one reſpett he outgoes their Crime; for he 
acts that — which they committed ignorantly: For, 

by the Dictates of his Religion, he muſt be convinc d, that 
3 2 he does little leſs than fave a Baradbas, and crucify a 

eus. | | 3 2 11 

Kü N pretty Chimera! which is as much as to make this 
Pohiſh King the greateſt — in the Creation; a Barba- 
2 rian 
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rian that ſhall cheriſh and maintain the 5 from Truths 


and puniſh and condemn the Pillars of Chriſtianity, and Pro. 
ſelytes of Heaven; which is no other than to ſpeak him the 


baleſt of Men, and little leſs than a Monſter. Beſides, at the 


ſame time that we ſuppoſe that King one that dares not uphold 
nor encourage his own Religion, we render him the moſt deplo- 
rable of Cowards ; a Coward ſo abject, that he dares not be a 
Champion even for his God, And how confiſtent this is with 
the Glory of a Crown'd Head, and what hope England has of , 
fuch a Succeſſor, I leave all Men of Senſe to judg. 

Beſides, what miſmatch'd incongruous Ingredients muſt go 
to make up this Compoſition of a King ? His Hand and Heart 
muſt be of no Kin to one another ; he muſt be fo inhuman to 
thoſe very darling Jeſuits, that like Mabomet's Pigeon infus'd 
and whiſper'd all his Heavenly Dreams into his Ears, that he 
maſt not only clip their Wings, but fairly cage them too, even 
for the charming Oracles they breath'd him; and at the ſame 
minute he muſt leave the wide and open Air to thoſe very 
Ravens thar daily croak Abhorrence and Confuſion to them, 
and all thzir holy Dreams, and their falſe Oracles. Thus 
whilſt he acts quite contrary to all his Inclinations, - againſt 
the whole bent of his Soul, what does he but publickly put in 
force, thoſs Laws for the Proteftant Service, till in fine, for his 
Nation's Peace, he ruins his own, and is a whole Scene of 
War within himſelf? Whilft his Conſcience accufing his Sloth 
on one fide, the Pope on the other, Rome's continual Bull bel- 
lowing againſt him as an undutiful unactive Son of Holy Mo- 
ther Church, a Scandal to her Glory, a Traitor to her Inte- 
reſt, and a Deſerter of her Cauſe ; one day accuſing the Luke- 
warmneſs of his Religion, another the Puftllanimity of his 
Nature; all Roman Catholick Princes deriding the Feeble- 
neſs of his Spirit, and the Tameneſs of his Arm: till at long 
run, to ſpare a Faggot in Smithfield, he does little leſs than walk 
on hot Irons himſelf. Thus all the Pleaſure he reliſhes on a 
Throne, is but a kind of Good-Friday's Entertainment. In- 
ſtead of a Royal Feſtival, his Rioting in all the Luxury of his 
Heart to ſee Rome's Dagon worſhip'd, Rome's Altars ſmoke, 
Rome's Standard ſet up, Rome's Enemies defeated, and his vic- 
torious Mother Church triumphant, his abject and poor-ſpiri- 
ted Submiſſion denies himſelf the only thing he thirſts for. And 
whilft the Principles he ſucks from Rome do in effect, in the 
Prophet's words, bid him, Riſe, ſlay and eat, his Fear, his un- 
kingly, nay unmanly Fear, makes him faſt and ſtarve. 
However, if there be ſuch a King in nature, as will not de- 
fend his own Religion, becauſe he dares not; but ſneaks upon 
a Throne, and in obedience to his Fear ſhrinks from the Dic- 
tates of his Conſcience, and the Service of his God: If, like 
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Jupiter: ſuch a King can be, and Fate has ordain'd us for 
a Popiſh Prince, pray Heaven ſhroud the Imperial Lion in this 
innocent Lamb-Skin. But I am afraid we ſhall ſcarce be ſo 
happy ; and I ſhrewdly ſuſpe&, that all thoſe cunning Catho- 
lick Trumpeters, who in all Companies ſound the Innocence of 


| a Popiſþ Succeſſor, and flatter us with ſuch a hopeful, harmleſs, 


ful Prince in a Papift, have a little of the Romiſh mental 
eſervation in the Promiſes they make us, and no ſmall Je- 
ſuitical Equivocation in the airy Caſtles they build us. 

But I have heard ſome ſay, + Why, may there not be a zea- 
© lous Prince of any Religion, who ſtill out of the mere Prin- 
< ciples of Morality ſhall have that Tenderneſs and Senſe of 
his Peoples Peace, as to trouble himſelf about Religion no 
© farther than concerns his own Salvation; and therefore con- 
© tinue the Adminiftration of Laws and Devotion in the ſame 
« Channel he found them ? 

And all this his mere Morality ſhall do! Alas! alas! If 
he's a Bigot, in Religion, all his Morals are Slaves to his Zeal. 
Nay, grant him to be the moſt abſolute Maſter of all the Car- 
dinal Virtues, there's not one of them that ſhall not be a parti- 
cular Inftrument for our Deſtruction. As for example, allow 
him Fortitude, ſuppoſe him a Prince of matchleſs Courage; 
ſo much the worſe ;: What does that but make him the more 
daring, and more adventurous, in puſhing on the Cauſe of Rome, 
and with a more undaunted and manly Patience bear all the 
Oppoſitions he meets in the way? If he be a Man of Fuftice, 
that ſtill makes for Rome: for whilſt he believes the Pope to be 
Chriſt's lawful Vicar, and that that Office includes the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Supremacy, no doubt bur he'll think it as much the 
Duty of his Chriſtianity to give the Pope his Right, as to take 
his on; and in Chriſt's own words, which give unte Cæſar 
the things that are Ceſar's, and unto S the things that are God's, 


bell certainly judg the Pope's Reftoration as great a piece of 


Juftice as his own Coronation. Then if he be a Maſter of 
Temperance, in the properett Senſe of this Moral Virtue, viz. 
a Man that can govern his Paſſions, that's till as bad: For he 
that has the moſt bridled Paſſions, has always the ficmeſt and 
ſteddieſt Reſolutions, Who ſo renown'd for Conſtancy, ſo fix'd 
in his Reſolves, and ſo unalterable in his determin'd Purpoſes, 
as that Philip of Spain, who was never heard to rage, or ſcarce 
ſeen to frown? Nay, Hiſtory gives this Character of him, 
T hat after the Diſcovery of his Queen's Adultery with his own 
Son, at the ſame minute that he order'd her a Bowl of Poiſon, 
he did not ſo much as change his Look or Voice, either to his 
treacherous Son, or his inceſtuous Wife. And what ſo fit a 
Pillar for Popery, as ſuch Conſtancy in a King? 
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But if we take Temperance in its larger ſignification, viz. the 
Self-denial of a Man's worldly Appetites ; ſtill worſe and 
wor ſe: For a riotous luxurious Monarch bounds his Ambition 
'wholly in the Pleaſures of a Crown, reſigns his Reins to his 
Charioteers, and leaves the Toil of Power to his ſubordina:- 
Magiſtrates, like the Work of Fate to ſecond Cauſes ; w 
his Intemperance ſo ſlackens his Zeal, that it unbends tho, 
very Nerves, which otherwiſe might be more ftrenuoutly 
wound up for our Deſtruction. | 

And laſtly, If he has Prudence, that's worſt of all; that's his 
only winning Card, the only leading Virtue that manages his Po- 
licies and Conduct with that Care and Art, till he effects the 
Butineſs of Kom?, and ripens that mighty Work to a perfection, 
which otherwiſe an over-forward fool-hardy Zeal, by ill Ma- 
nagement, might deftroy. 

Thus his very Cardinal Virtues are the abſolute Hinges that 
open the Gates to Rome, Alas! where Superftition rules the 
Day, all moral Virtues are but thoſe leſſer Lights that take 
their Illumination from that greater Orb above em. And 
thus, what boots it in a Poptſh Heir, to ſay he's the trueſt 
Friend, the greateſt of Heroes, the beſt of Maſters, the jufteſt 
Judg, or the honeſteſt of Men? All mere treacherous Quick- 
fands for a People to repoſe the leaft Glimpſe of Safety in, or 
build the leaft Hopes upon. 

But I have heard a great many ſay, © It cannot enter into 
their thoughts, that a Popiſh Succefſor will ever take ſuch 
an inhuman and ſo unnatural a Courſe to eftabliſh Popery ; it 
being fo ablolutely againft the Engliſh Conftitution, that it 
can never be introduc'd with leſs than a Deluge of Blood. 
Surely his very Glory ſhould with-hold him from ſo much 
Crueity, conſidering how much more it would be for his im- 
mortal Honour, to have the univerſal Prayers than the Cur- 
ſes of a Nation. And one would think a King ſhould ſo 
much more endeavour to win the Hearts than the Ha- 
tred of his People, that certainly in all probability this eC- 
cen:rick Motion, this disjointing the wholz Harmony of a 
World, ſhonld be ſo ungrateful to him, that no Religion 
whatever ſhould put ſuch a Thought into his Head. 
Anqall this bis Glory ſhall do? is Glory! The Glory of 
a Papiit/ A pretty airy Notion. How ſhall we ever expect 


K WWW 


that Glory ſhall ſteer the Actions of a Pepiſh Succeſſor, when 


there is not that thing ſo abje& that he ſhall refuſe to do, or 
that Shape or Hypocriſy lo ſcandalous he ſhall not affume, 
when Rome or Rome's Intereſt ſhall command; nay, when his 
own petulant Stubbornneſs ſhall but ſway him? As for exam- 
ple, for one Fit he ſhall come to the, Protejta,e Church, and be 
2 Member of their Communion, notwithſtanding at the ſame 

| time 
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time his Face belies his Heart, and in his Soul he is a Romaniſt. 
Nay, he ſhall vary his Diſguiſes as often as an Algerine his Co- 
lours, and change his Flag to conceal the Pirate, As for in- 
- ance, another Fit, for whole Years _— he ſhall come 
neither to one Church nor the other, and participate of nei- 
ther Communion, till ignobly he plays the unprincely, nay the 
unmanly Hypocrite, ſo long, that he ſhelters himſelf under 
the Face of an Atheiſt, to ſhroud a Papiſt : A Vizor more fit for 
a Banditto than a Prince. And this methinks is ſo wretched 
and ſo deſpicable a Diſzuiſe, that it looks like being aſham'd 
of his God, 1 4 
Beſides, if Glory could have any aſcendant over a Popiſn Suc- 


ceſſr, one would think the Word of a King, and the ſolemn 


proteſtations of Majeſty, ought to be Sacred and Inviolable. 
But how many Precedents have we in Popiſh Princes to con- 
vince us, their ſtrongeſt Engagements and Nromiſes are lighter 
than the very Breath that utters'em ? As for example-ſake, 
How did their Saint Mary of England promiſe: the Norfolk, and 
Suffolk Inhabitants the unmolefted Continuation of the Prote- 
ftant Worſhip, calling her God (that God that ſaw the Falſe- 
neſs of her Heart) — 4 — That tho her own Perſuaſion was of 
the Romiſh Faith, jet ſhe would content berſelf with the private Ex- 
erciſe of her own Devotion, and preſerve the then Proteſtant Govern- 
ment, with all ber Subjets Rights and Privileges uninjur'd? Upon 
which thoſe poor, credulous, honeſt, deluded. Believers, on 
the Security of ſuch prevalent Conjurations, led by the mifta- 
ken Reverence they paid to a proteſting Majeſty, laid their 
Lives at her feet, and were the very Men that in chat Conteſt 
of the Succeſſion plac'd her on a Throne: But immediately 
when her Sovereign Power was ſecurely eſtabliſh'd, and his 
pious Holineſs had bid her ſafely pull the Vizor off, no ſooner 
did Smithfield glow with Piles of blazing Hereticks, but Chro- 
nicles more particularly obſerve, that no People in her whole 
Kingdom felt ſo ſignal Marks of her Vengeance, as thoſe very 
Men that rais'd her to a Throne. Her Princely Gratitude for 
their Crowning her with a Diadem, crown'd them with their 

Martyrdoms. | 
But ſince we have mention'd her Princely Gratitude, *twill 
not be amiſs to recollect one Inſtance more of ſo exemplary a 
Virtue. In the Diſpure betwixt hers and the Lady Fane Gray's 
Title to the Crown, it was remarkable, that all tlie Judges of 
England gave their unanimous Opiniors for the Lady Jane's Suc- 
ceſſion, except one of them only, who aſlerted the Right of 
Mary: But it ſo fell out, that this Man proving. a Proteſtant 
(notwithſtanding of all the whole Scarlet Robe he had been 
her only Champion) was ſo barbarouily perſecuted by her, 
that being firſt degraded, then impriſon'd and tortur'd for his 
| Reli- 
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Religion, the Cruelty of his Tormentors was ſo fa vage. t 
with his 'own hand he made himſelf away to eſca . yay 
And well might the Violence of his Deſpair ſufficiently teſtify 
his 1 were intolerable, when he fled to fo fad a Refuge 
" | 


as Self-Murder for a Deliverance. 

But here ſays another Objection, * Suppoſe that the Confer. 
vation of a Nation's Peace, the Dittates of a Prince's Glo- 
© ry, and all the Bonds of Morality, cannot have any Influence 
over a Popiſh Succeffor; yet why may there not be that 
* Prince, who, in veneration of has Coronation-Oath, ſhall 
defend the Proteſtant Religion, notwithſtanding all his pri- 
vate Regret and Inclinations to the contrary? When rather 


© © than incur the infamous brand of Perjury, he ſhall tie him- 


© ſelf tothe performance of that, which not the force of Re- 
© ligion it ſelf ſhall violate ? And then how can there be that 
© Infidel of a Subject, after fo ſolemn an Oath, that ſhall not 
© believe him? | . 

Why, truly, Iam afraid there are a great many of thoſe In- 
fidels, and ſome that will give ſmart Reaſons for their Infide- 
lity : For if he keeps his Oath, we muſt allow, that the only 
Motive that prompts him to keep it, is ſome Obligation that 
he believes is in an Oath. But conſidering he is of a Reli- 
gion that can abſolve Subjects from their Allegiance to an he- 
retical excommunicated Prince, nay depoſe him, and take his 
very Crown away; why may it not much more releaſe a 
King from his Faith to an excommunicated heretical People, 
by ſo much as the Ties of Vaſſals to Monarchs are greater 
than thoſe of Monarchs to Vaſſals? 

But *twill not be amiſs, for ſtrengthening this Argument, 
to give the World an Inftance of the power of an Oath with 
a Roman Catholick King. 

There is a famous * Gentleman on the o- 
* The preſent ther ſide of the Water, whom we all very well 
French King. know (pray Heaven we live not to be better 
acquainted with him than we deſire) that once 
took the ſtrongeſt of Oaths, the Sacrament, That he would ne- 
ver invade, nor make War upon Flanders. But whether or no his 
Confeſſor found ſome Jeſuitical Loop-hole from that Sacra- 
ment, or that the Body and Blood of Chriſt could not hold 
him, we ſee that Flanders of late years has not liv'd ſo merri- 
ly, nor ſo peaceably, as ſo Royal a Voucher (one would have 
thought) might have aſſur'd them they ſhould. : 

And now let usa little ballance the difference between the 
Breach of his Oath, and that of a Popiſh Prince's in. England. 
All the Motives that could provoke him to the Breach of his 
Oath, was only his Ambition, a Luft of being great ; and at 


the ſame time that he is an Invader of his neighbouring Prin- 
ces, 


3 (9). 
ces, his Conſcience muſt tell him his Conqueſts are at beſt 
but ſo many glorious Robberies, and all his Trophies but ſhin- 
ing Rapines. Was it not the Senſe of this that made Charles 
the Vth, after all his Victor ies, retire from a Throne into a 
Cloyſter. out of mere Remorſe for all the Streams of Blood 
he had ſhed, to make the laſt part of his Life an Atonement 


for the Faults of the firſt? pe | | 
And then if a Roman Catholick can bregk_an' Oath-only 


for the pleaſure of conquering, which he knows is doing ill, 
ſhall not a Popiſh Prince in England have ten times more Incli- 
nation to break an Oath for the Propagation of his own Faith, 
which his Conſcience tells him is meritorious? For beſides the 
ſpecious Flattery, That Kings can dy no Ill, and that all Crimes" 
are cancel d in a Crown, he has Religion to drive the Royal 

Fehu on; Religion, that from the beginning of the World, 

thro all Ages, has ſet all Nations in a flame, yet never confeſ- 
ſes it ſelf in the wrong. Betides, how can a Popiſh Prince, 
in attempting to eſtabliſh his own Religion, believe he does 
his Subjects an Injuſtice in that very thing in which he does 
God Juſtice ; or think he injures them, when he does their 
Souls right? Alas! no: When Rome, by her inſinuating 
Witchcrafts, has lifted the full Bowl of her Inchantments to 

his Lips, what will his holy enthuſiaſtick Rage do leſs than the 
hot-brain'd drunken Alexander? All his beſt Friends, and e- 
very honeft Clyti that dares but thwart his Frenzy, is pre- 
ſently his Frenzy's Sacrifice; only with this difference, The 
frantick Alexander, after his, drunken Fit was over, in his mil- 
der and more ſenſible Intervals, with all the compunctions of 
Penitence, could mourn and groan for what his blinder Rage 
had murder'd; but religious Frenzy leaves that eternal In- 
toxication behind it, that where it commits all the Cruelties 
in the World, 'tis never ſober after to be ſorry for't. Thus 
whilſt a Popiſh King ſets his whole Kingdom in a Combuſ- 
tion, how little does he thigk he plays a ſecond Nero ? Good 
conſcientlous Man, not he. Alas! he does not tune his Joys 
to the Tyrannick Nero's Harp, but to David's milder and more 
ſacred Lyre 3 whilſt in the height of his pious Ecſtaſy, he 
ſings Te Deum at the Conflagration. Thus with an arbitrary 
unbounded Power, what does his licentious holy thirſt of 
Blood do leſs, than make his Kingdom a larger Slaughter- 
Houſe, and his Smithfield an original Shambles ? Thus the old 
Moloch once again revives, to feaſt and riot on his dear hu- 
man Sacrifice; and whilft his fiery Iron Hands cruſh the poor 
burning Victim dead, the Propagation of Religion, and the 
Glory of God, as he calls it, are the very Trumpets that dea- 
fen all the feeble Cries of Blood, anddrown the dying Groans 


of what he murders, 10907 | Thu 
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Thus whilft the Bonds of Faith, Vows, Oaths and Sacra. 
ments can't hold a Popiſh Succeſſor, what is that in an Im. 
perial Head, but what in a private Man we puniſh with a Goal 
and Pillory? whilft the perjur'd Wretch ſtands the univerſal 
Mark of Infamy, and then is driven from all Converſation, 
and like a Monfter hooted from Light and Day. But the 
Pope anda Royal Hand may do any thing; there's a Crowy 


in the Caſe to gild the Deeds his Royal Engines act. 


Turpe eſt Cerdoni, Voleſos Brutoſq; decebig, 


They are. ſtill that adorable Sovereign Greatneſs we muſt 
kneel to and-obey. What if a little perjur'd Villain has ſworn 
a, poor Neighbour out of a Cow or a Cottage ; hang him, in- 
canſiderablè Rogue, his Ears deſerve a Pillory: But to vou 
and cavenant, and forſwear three Kingdoms out of their Li- 
berties and Lives, that's illuſtrious and heroick, There's Glo- 
ry in great Atchievements, and Vertue in Succeſs, Alas! a 
vaſt Imperial Nimrod hunts for nobler Spoils, flies at a whole 
Nation's Property and Inheritance; a Game worthy a Son of 
Reme, and Heir of Paradiſe, And to lay the mighty Scene of 
Ruin ſecure, he makes his Coronation-Oath, and all his Royal 
Proteftations (thoſe ſplendid Baits of premeditated Perjury) 


the Cover and Skreen to the hidden fatal Toil laid to inſnare a 
Nation. | 


But now to their main Objeftion ; Some People will tell 
c us, that 'tis wholly impoſſible for any Popiſh Succeſſor, by 
© all his Arts or Endeavours whatever, to introduce Popery 
© into England.” 

To this I anſwer, If he's a Papiſt that ſays ſo, he knows he 
belies his Conſcience; for our latz Helliſh* Plot is a plain De- 
monſtration that their whole Party believ'd it poſſible: For 
did not the late Secretary St. Coleman's Records tell us, That the 
zeſtilent Northern Hereſy was to be rote out, and that now they had 
as much hopes of accomplifhing that Sacred Work, of Rome, as they 
had in Q:cen Mary's Days? Could any thing be plainer than 
that the ſubtle —— had form'd a Deſign to effect it? For it 
is contrary to Reaſon, and even Nature it ſelf (as bloody as 
their Principles are) to think they aim'd at the Life of their 
King, and would play the Regicides only to commit the blac- 
keſt of Murders, for merely Muxders-ſake, No; they had 
the. aſſurance, under a preſumptive Popiſh Heir, of makinga 
National Converſion 3 and how little privy ſoever he might 
poſſibly be to their principal and helliſh Blow, yet they had 
that perfect inſight into the very Soul of a Papiſt, that they 
were ſatisiy d that under that Notion it was impoſſible — 

im 
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him to be otherwiſe than a Man of Rome's right Ramp, and 


[a- their Hearts own liking. And if, under ſuch a Succeſſor, 
m. their hopes of a Nation's Converfion were equal to thoſę in 
al Queen Marys time, no doubt the converting means muſt have 


al been as bloody or bloodier than hers. For if after the ſhort 
n, Infancy of ſeven years Reformation, under the Proteſtant Ed- 
le ward VI's Reign, there wanted Fire and Faggot 2 the 
q Pope; how-much more will he want them for his Reftoration, 
after an Excluſion of almoſt ſevenſcore years together, with 
all the neceflary Difficulties of regaining his Empire,, where 
his Throne has been ſo long demoliſh'd? Nay, in Zaward's 
days the only deteſtation of the Fopperies, Idoſatries and Su- 
perftitions of Rome, was all that went to make a Proteſtant 
eformation., Alas! the Beaſt, was . young; but his 
Horns are ſince grown ſtronger, aud his Teeth and Talons 
ſharper: For, ſince that, we have had the notorious Paris and 
Iriſh Maſſacres, when at one riotous Feſtival above 100000 
bleeding Proteftant Hearts were all gorg'd by the devourin 
Monſter in a night. Add to theſe the fucceſhve Villanies a 
Gunpowder Treaſons, fir d Cities, with Plots againft Rings and 
Kingdoms, which ſerve to heighten the Preteftant Abhorren - 
And if after all this we muſt ſtill be converted, moſt cer- 
tainly his Holineſs _ muſt follow Nebuchadnexzar's Exampie, and 
heat his fiery Furnace ſeven times hotter than formerly. 
Thus far we are convinc'd that the Jeſuits beliey'd it poſſi- 
ble; and they Tre too cunning and politick a ſort of People to 
be deceiv'd with Shadows, or to make Mountains of Mole- 
hills. And that it may not be objected, That toeir Zeal has 
Blinded their Reaſon, let us but rightly confider how far the firſt 
Foundations of Popery (viz. arbitrary Power) may be laid in 
England, Firſt then, If a Papiſt reign, we very, well under- 
ſtand that the Judges, Sheriffs, Juſcices of the Peace, and all 
the Judiciary Officers are of the King's Creation ; and as ſuch, 
how far may the Influence of Preferment on baſer Conſtitu- 
tions, cull'd out for his purpoſe, prevail even to -d-prave the 
very Throne of Juſtice her ſelf, and make our Judges uſe even 
our Proteſtant Laws themſelves to open the firſt Gate to Sla- 
very? Alas! the Laws, in corrupted Julges Hands, have 
been too often us'd as barbaroully as the Gueſts of Procruſtes, 
who had a Bed for all Travellers; but then he either cut 
them ſhorter, or ſtretch'd them longer, to fit them to it. 
Well, but if the publick Miniſters of Juſtice betray the Li- 
berty of the Subject, the Subje& way petition for a Parlia- , 
ment to puniſh them for't. But what if he will neither hear 
one, nor call the other, who ſhalt compel him? The intail d 
Revenues of the Crown are much larger than his Popiſh Pre- 
deceſſors e er enjoy'd, * all the Branches _ it 
2 that 


re Ig So © 04 ET 3%. bo 28 3 __ 


this will not do, there's no doubt but he'll find ſufficient Af. 


and then having but a prudent Eye, and a_tenacious Hand to 
manage bis Exchequer, we ſhall find he'll never call that Pev- 


( 12 ) 
that terminate with the Life of this preſent King. _ Beſides, if 
ſiſtance from the Pope, Eng/iſh Papiſts, and foreign Princes; 


© he ſhall never have need of. And then where are our Par- 
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de Men of no Eſtates nor Principles; 


as well as thofe that hae bor: For People are ever as ba- 


them to defend; nay, of the two they mall be more faithful 


1 


that is, whilſt he is only a' Popiſh Heir Apparent. . > 

Imagine then a long and proſperous Reign of a Prateſtant 
Prince, a Prince To excellently qualify'd, that true Original 
of Clemency, Goodneſs, Honour, all the moft dazling Beams 


of Majeſty: That with all his ſacred Princely Endowments he 


renders himſelf ſo true a Vicegerent of Heaven in his, three 
Kingdoms, ſo near an Image of God in the moderation of his 
Temper; and the diſpenſition of his Laws, that even the near- 
neſs of his affivi y'to Heaven ſhould entitle him to the dcareft 
Care of it. And to prove him the deareft Care of Heaven, 
imagine likewiſe bat Heaven has given him a People of 


- thoſ: loyal and grateful Principles, looking up with that thank- 


ful Allegiance, ant!iknecting with that humble Veneration to 
the beſt of Kings, the Author of their Vroiperity. and the 
Founder of his Kingdom's Glory, that they have made it the 
greateſt ſtudy of their Obedience to deſerve ſo good a King. 

. e V9 Witness 
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- Witneſs in all Exigences their cordial. tendring their Lives to 
ſerve him, and: ſo far endeavouring to ſtrengthen his Scepter 
and his Sword, till perhaps they have added thoſe Gems to his 
Crown that all his Princely Anceſtors could never boaſt of; 
being ſo truly ſtrenuous in rendring their Purſes and Fortunes 
his abſolute Votaries, till they have made his Revenue more 
than trebly exceed all his Royal, Predeceſſors: And, not ftop- 
bing here, but upon all occaſions, continuing their generous 
15 unweary'd Bounty, nay, that too, not always where his 
People's Safety, and his Kingdom's Glory, but where his pri- 
vate Satisfackion call'd for it,; as if they were reſolv'd to 
yield their Hands and Hearts ſo entire a Sacrifice to Majeſty, 
that they would. gra'ify even his ſofteſt Wiſhes, ſtudying to 
ſweeten his Fatigue of Empire, with all the Pleaſures of a 
AN ET et wh ke ne. 

Now let us ſuppoſe, after a long Tranquillity of this match - 
leſs Monarch's Reign, that the immediate Heir of his Crown, 
and a part of his Blood, by the Sorceries of Rome, is canker d 
into a Papiſt. And to purſue this Landskip, we ſee this once 
happy flouriſhing Kingdom fo far (as in all Duty and Reaſon 
bound) concern'd for, themſelyes, their Heirs, and their 
whole Countries Safety, till with an honeſt, _ cautious, pru- 
deat Feat they begin to inſpect a Kingdom's univerſal He:lth; 
till weighing all the Symptoms of its State, they plainly de- 
ſcry thoſe peſtilential Va pours fermenting, that may one day 
infect their Air, and ſicken their World, and fee that rifing: 

Eaſtern Storm engendring, that will once bring in thoſe more 
then Eg ian Locuſts, that will not only fill their Houſꝭs and 
their Temples, but de vour their Labours, their Harveſts and 
their Vintages, Thus they ſo long ſurvey. their threaten'd 
Country's Danger, till, with a more than Prophetick Horror, 
they manifeſtiy diſcover all the inſeparable Concomitants of a 
Popiſh Succeſfor; and, like true Patriots, anticipate. their 
Woes with a preſent Senſe of the future Miſeries they fore- 
ſee. ls Ws 3 „„ D 

With theſe juſt Reſentments of their dangetous State, tis 
eaſy to conclude what follows. . What is this Poiſb Heir in the 
” of Englund, but peruaps the greateſt ant only Grievance 
of the Nation, the univerſal Obj. & of, their, Hate and Fear, 
and the Subject of their Clamours and Curſes ?, At whoſe: door 
liz their Diſcontents and Murmurs bu: his? Murmwurs ſo vio— 
lent, that they thruſt in amongſt thsit ver ayers, an] be- 
come almoſt a part of their Devotions; Murmurs, ſo bold, 
that they dare approach the very Palace, nay I brone and 
Eur of Mij-fty. And whenever the People of. England reflect 
on this H-ir 1s their King in Reverſion, t ey have r-aſon to, 
look upon him as no better than Jubiter's Stork àmongſt the 

| i Frogs. 
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Frogs. Yes, notwithſtanding all his former Glories and Con- 


aAueſts, his whole Stock of Fame is ſo loſt and bury'd in his 


Apoſticy from the Religion, and conſequently the Intereft of 
theſe Proteſtant Kingdoms, that all his Services are cancel'd, 
and his whole Maſs of Glory corrupted. 


5 


Suppoſe likewiſe this Popiſh Heir for many happy years 6 
bleſt the Tenderneſs aud Vientſhip of ths Dok of Kingz, 
that there is not that Favour or Honour within the reach or 
wiſh of Majeſty, that he has not made it the ſtudy of his 
whole Reign to confer upon him; whilft his Greatneſs and 
Luffre have been ſo much hisdeareft darling Care, as if the 
promoting 'i.is Intereſt had been the Support of his own; till, 
in ſhort, he has had ſolyrge a flare in the Boſom of this Royal 
Pylades, this kindeſt and moſt gracious of Princes, as if one 
Soul had animated them both. ; 4 

O11 this Foundation, as great Aﬀettions are not eaſily re- 
movd, and Sympathy is that Bond which human Power can 
ne er diſſolve: Suppoſe, moreover, that this inſeparable Tie 
continues fo long, notwithſtanding all the Changes of Princi- 
ä — 5 Religion, a iaſs fo heavy that it almoſt overturns a 

ingdom ; yet fill the force of Nature and Friendſhip ſur- 
mounts them all, and ftands that zealous unſhaken, Bulwark, 
for the protection and ſafety of this deareſt part of himſelf ; 
till at length he does little leſs than act ſo overfond a Pelican, 
that he exhauſts even his own Vitals to cheriſh him. 

Thus whilft the long and lawful Fears of a drooping Na- 
tion have fully and juſtly ſatisfy d them, that the kindeſt and 
moſt favourable A ſpect of Maj-fty that ſmiles on England, thro 
the Defence and intereſt of a Popiſh Heir, ſhines but like the 
Sun thro a Burning-Glaſs, «whoſe gentleſt morning vernal 


Beams, thro that fatal Medium, do but burn. and conſume 


what otherwiſe they would warm and cheriſh ; What can the 
Conſequence of this unhappy Friendſhip be, but that the ve- 
ry Souls and Loyalties of almoſt a whole Kingdom are ftag- 
ger'd af this fatal Conjunction; till I am afraid there are too 
many, who in deteſtation of that one gangren'd Branch of 
Royalty, can ſcarce forbear (how undutifully ſoever) to mur- 
mur and revile even at that Imperial Root that cheriſhes it ? 
Inſomuch that thoſe very Knees that but now would have 
how'd into their very Graves to ſerve him, grow daily and 


hourly ſo far from bending (as they ought) to a Crown'd 


Head, till they are almoft as ſtubborn as their Petitions and 
Prayers have been ineffeti ual, 

Thus whilſt a P piſh Heir's extravagant Zeal for Rome makes 
him ſhake the very Throne that upholds him, by working and 
incroaching on the affections of Majeſty, for that Protection 


of 


C359) -- 
of a Nation; what does he otherwiſe; than in a manner ſtab 
his King, his Patron and his Friend in his tendereſt part, his 
loyal Subjects Hearts? Which certainly is lictle leſs than to 
play the more lingering ſort of Parricide z a part ſo ftrange- 
Y unnatural, that even Savages would bluſh at; yet this Re- 
ligion, incorrigible remorſele(s Religion, never ſhrinks at. 
Thus whilft the univerſal Nerves of a whole ftruggling 
Nation bend their united force againſt the Invation of rope 
and Popery, in ftudying to prevent Tyranny, they grow jea- 
lous of Monarchy; and fearing left their loyal Aid to the 
Father of their Country ſhould unhappily contribute to the 
ſtrengthning of the Subverters of their Peace and Liberty, 
inſtead of that Tributaty Gold which once they ſo cheerfully 


ſhower'd at their dread Sovereign's Feet, now, on the contra- 


ry, the protection of a Popiſh Succeſſor makes them ſo far 
from ſupplying the real and moſt prethng Necefficies of Maje- 


ſy, that they are rather well plzasd and triumph in his grea- 


teft Wants, and that perhaps when his Glory, nay poſſibly 
when his neareft Safety calls for their Aſſiſtance, 

T hus what does this Popiſh Heir in tying up the hands of 
a whole Nation from their juſt Devotion to their King, but 
only this; In return for the accumulated Honours heap'd up- 
on him, he moſt inhumanly ftarves the very Hand that 2 
him? An Ingraticude that even an Infidel would be aſham'd 
of! og this Religion, incorrigible remorſdleſs Religion, never 
bluſhes at. 

Beſides, if there can be a Son of that Royal Martyr Charles 
the Firſt, a Prince ſo truly pious, that his very Enemies dare 
not aſperſe his Memory or Life with the leaft blemiſh of Ir- 
religion; a Prince that ſeald the Proteſtant Faith with his 
Blood, who in his deplorable Fate and, ignominious Death, 
bore ſo near a reſemblance to that of the Saviour's of the 
World, that his Syfferings can do no leſs than ſeat him at the 
right Hand of Heaven: If, I ſay, there can be a Son of that 
Royal i roteſtant, of that uncharitable Popiſh Faith, who, by 
the very Tenets of his Religion, doom all that die without 
the Boſomof their Church arreparably damn'd ; then conſe- 


quently he muſt, barbarouſly tear up his Father's ſacred Mo- 


nument, brand his bleſſed Me with the name of Here- 
tick ; and to compleat the horrid Anathema, he moſt im- 
piouſly execrates the very dlajatty that gave him Being. 
Then, in fine, provided and granted that we have an Heir 
to the Imperial Crown of England perverted to the Romiſh 
Faith, and conſequently of that deprav'd Conſtitution and 
Principles, that he has neither Charity for the Stock from 
whence he ſprang, Concern or Care for the Safety, Peace, 


Glory or Proſperity of the. beſt of Patrons, Friends and 


: Kings, 
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(16) | 
Kings, nor laſtly any Remorſe for all the Groans of an af. 
fitted Kingdom: What Promiſes can we give our ſelves of 


His future Reign, when we have all theſe fatal Prognoſticks 
beforehand? Ex Pede Hercules. Or is it likely he will have 
reater Care and. Tenderneſs for a Nation's Peace, when he 
all be ſeated on a Throne, and have more power to take it 
from them ? | | 

But ſays a Critick to all this, © Snppoſe this Popiſh Heir un. 
© doubtedly believes (as a Papift muſt do) that there's no way 
* to Heaven but his on; and ſhould he fo far comply with 
© the Glory or Intereſt of his King, tho a Father or a Bro- 
ther on the one fide, and Quiet and Safety of a Nation on 
the other, as to renounce his Principles of Chriſtianity, 
© and conform to theirs: What were that, but to purchaſe 
their Peace with his own Damnation, and to ſacrifice his own 
Soul for their worldly Intereſts ? And certainly neither Du- 
< ty, nor Allegiance, nor any Tie whatever, ought to extort 
< that from him. And then, if all the Grievances of a 
Kingdom lie at his door, alas, the worſt that can be ſaid 
of him is, That if he be any occaſion of it, *tis his Unhap- 
pineſs, and not his Fault; more. eſpecially, provided he is 
* only paſſive, and that we plainly ſee, that during his being 
this Popiſh Heir, he acts nothing that may encourage or fa- 
< vour Popery in the leaſt.” q | 

Pray, by the way how muſt it follow, that if we do not 
Plainly ſee him act, that therefore he muſt not act? Does no 
Man act, but he that publickly treads the Stage? Does no 
Man fit at the Helm, but he that viſibly holds the Rudder? 
Does no Wind ſtir the troubled Sea into a Tempeſt, but what 
the poor Mariners both hear and feel? No Storm, but that 
which lightens in their Eyes, and thunders in their Ears, to 
warn them 'tis a coming? Alas, alas, the gteateſt Hurricanes 
are only made by ſubterranean Winds, a ſcoret, filent, under- 
ground working Mine of Ruin, which never burſts out till it 
deſtroys, and which no Man hears or ſees till he is loſt, _ 

But to return to the Mje&ion, The Grievance of 4 Nation may 
be his Unhappineſs, and not W"Biult, &c. that is, in ſhort, he 
cannot help it. Very fight. And ſo when -this Popiſh Heir 
comes to the Ctown, and promotes the Romiſh Intereſt with all 
the Severity, Injuſtice and Tyranny that religious Cruelty can 
invent; his Anſwer will be; He cannot help it, or at leaſt 
cannot withſtand thoſe irreſiſtible Motives that prompt him 
to their Execution, which is the ſame thing. The Injunc- 
tions of his Conſcience make him as active now in the ruin- 
ing a Kingdom's Peace, as he was paſſive in it before: For 
ho can be ſo void of common Senſe, as not to know, that the 


ſame Impulſe of Conſcience that makes a Man a Roman 2 
i 
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lick, will make him a@ like one when Opportunity ſerves ? 
And what greater Opportunity to eftabliſh Popery, than for a 
Papiſt to wear a Crown? And tho perhaps the ſtubborn Engliſh 
Genius will not eaſily bend to the Superſtition of Rome, yet 
ſince his 8 Friend the Pope, the undiſputed Keeper of 
j 


the Keys of Paradiſe, will no doubt aſſign him no common Dia, 
dem in Heaven for ſo glorious a Task as a Nation's Conver- 
ſion 3 who then will not make that ſacred Work the ftudy of 
Years, which cannot be accompliſh'd in a day, for ſuch a Re- 
ward? eſpecially when he has theſe two infallible Arguments 
to ſpur him on in ſo Godly a Cauſe. Firft he is of a Religion, 
that makes human Merit the Path to Salvation: Merit, the Ro- 
man Catholick Exchequer, Rome's bottomleſs Golden Mine; 
Merit,that makes the frighted dying Sinner ftarve his own Blood, 
and pawn his Eftate to redeem his Soul ; Merit, that drains 
the Wealth of Nations into the Prieftly Coffers, and makes 
the Luxury of a World the pamper'd riotous Churchman's 
Inheritance: Merit, that can make a Loretto Chappel vie with 
a Venetian Arſenal z and Rome's Altars, Cloyfters and Convents 
riſe ſo high, ſo rich, ſo numerous, and ſo magnificent, tha 
the impoveriſh'd Widows Groans, and the naked Orphans 
Cries, 3 little leſs towards the Building than a ſecond Am- 
phion: Nay, Merit, that can conſecrate Daggers, and kill 
Kings. Thus whilft he has the Wonder -working Merit for his 
Tutor, what greater and more meritorious Att to canonize 
him a Saint of the firſt Magnitude, than the converting of an 
apoſtatiz'd heretical Kingdom ? f 
And then next he is of a Religion, that does not go alto- 
gether in the old faſhion Apoftolical way of pregehing and 
praying, and teaching all Nations, Ce. but ſconrging, and 
wracking, and broiling them into the Fear of God, A Reli- 
gion that, for its own Propagation, will at any time autho- 
rize its Champions to diveſt themſclves of their Humanity, 
and act worſe than Devils to be Saints. And thus whilſt nei- 
ther the Cries of Blood can deter him on the one fide, and ſo 
no Tyranny come amiſs to him; and next, that he has the 
undeniable Afﬀurance of the great Bleſſings of Eternity to 
encourage him an the other: With theſe Advantages, who 
would not be as active as a ſecond Romulus, and, with all his 
utmoſt Vigour and Pride, build up his Rome's new Walls, tho 
he made his neareſt, nay the Nation's deareft Blood their Ce- 
ment 
And thus what is a Popiſh Heir, but the moſt terrible and the 
moſt dangerous of England's Enemies, and of all our Foes, 
has the moft inflexible invincible Enmity? Nay, the very 
Outrages of Thefts, Murders, Adulteries and Rebellions, 
are nothing to the pious Barbarities of a Popiſh King. The 
D urderet 
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Murderer and Adulterer may in time be reclzim'd, by the 
Precepts of Morality, and the Terrors of Cohſcience; the 
Thief, by the dread of a Gallows, may becomk honeſt; nay, 
the greacpſt Traytor, either by the fear of Death, ox the ah. 
83 of Hell, may at laſt repent: But a Papiſi on a 

hrone has an unconfutable Vindication for all his Proceet- 
ings, challenges a Commiſſion even from Heaven for all his 
Cruclty dares act. And when the Enchantments of Rome 
have touch'd his Tongue with a Coal from her Altars, what 
do his Enthuſiaſms make him believe, but that the moſt ſa- 
vage and moſt helliſh Dooms his blinded Zeal can pronounce, 
are the immediate Oracles of God? And all the Apology a 
poor Nation can expect from him, is, He cannot help it. 

* Ay, but (ſay the wiſeſt OUT have met with yet) if theſe 
© be the Dangers of a Popiſh King, why have we not ſuch 
© ſtrong, ſuch potent Laws made before this Popiſh Heir come 
< to the Crown, that it. ſhall be impothble for him ever to 
© ſetup Popery, tho he ſhould never ſo much endeavour it? 

To this I anſwer : To endeavour to ſet up Popery by Law, 
even with the Laws that we have already aga inſt it, is impol- 
ſible; and therefore the very ſuppoſition of the Projection 
that way is Nonſenſe. And on the other fide, to conclude 
he'll endeavour to do it againit Law, and ſo to make new 
Laws on purpoſe for him to break them with their Fellows, 
is worſe Nonſ-nſe than t'other. Beſides, who ſhall call this 
King to queftion for breaking theſe Laws, if he has the power 
and will to do it? I fancy that the only neareft Illuſtration I 
can make upon this Point, in creating new Laws againſt Po- 
pery, in caſe of a Popiſh Succeſſor, is as politick a piece of 
Work in the kind, as building the Hedg to fence in the 
Cuckow. *Tis true, I will not deny, but a Popiſh King may 
be totally reftrain'd from all Power of introducing Popery, 
by the force of ſuch Laws as may he made to tie up his hands; 
but then they muſt be ſuch as muft ruin his Prerogative, and 
put the executive power of the Laws into the hands of the 
People. If a King of England. were no more than a Stadt- 
holder in Holl ind, or a Duke of Venice, no doubt Popery would 
have little hopes of creeping into England; which is in ſhort, 
he that is no King, can be no Tyrant. But what Monarch 
will be ſo unnatural to his own Blood, ſo ill a Defender, and 
ſo weak a Champion for the Royal Dignity he wears, as to 
ſign and ratify ſuch Laws as ſhall entail that Effeminacy and 
that Servility on a Crown, as ſhall render the Imperial Maje- 
ſty of England but a Pageant, a mere Puppet upon a Wire? 
If chp no King will aſſent to make Laus to do it this way, 
and no Laws can do it t'other, all Laws againſt Popery, in 
caſe of a Popiſh Succeſſor, are, as I told you before, but 

building 
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building the Hedg, Cc. For indeed, how can the Force of 
Laws made by a Proteftant Predeceſſor, and a Proteſtant Par- 
liament, in any ſort bind a; Popiſh Succeſſor, when the very 
firſt Advance of the Pope's Supremacy introduces that higher 
Power, thoſe Canonick Eccleſiaſtick Laws, which no Secular, 
or any Temporal Court can or may controul? Laws that ſhall 
declare not only all the Statutes and Acts of Parliament made 
againſt the Dignity of Mother - Church, void and null, but the 
very Law-makers themſelves as Hereticks, wholly uncapable of 
ever having any Right of making ſuch Laws. No doubt then, 
but that Fire that burns thoſe Heretick Law-makers, ſhall give 
their Laws the ſame Martyrdom. © 1: - 

With this certain Proſpect, both of the Ruin of their Eftates, 
Lives, and Liberties, where lies the Sin in the Commons ot 
England to ſtand upon their guard againft a Popiſh Succeſſor e 
Ay, a God's-name let em jland upon their guards, and uje all Expe- 
dients to keep ant Popery and Tyranny, provided ſtill that we pre- 
ſerve the ſacred Succeſſion in its right Line; for that we are told both 
King and People are oblig'd in Conſcience to defend and uphold. 

I chink I need not inſiſt further in multiplying Arguments to 
prove how. far 'tis impoſſihle to do one withaug the other; but 
on the other fide, let us examine how the defending and eſta- 
bliſhing a Popiſh Succeſſor, is an Obligation on our Duties or 
Conſciences. | | 
Firſt then let us fancy we ſee this Popiſh Heir on the 
Throne, and by all che moſt illegal and arbitrary means, con- 

trary to the whole Frame and Hinges of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, introducing Popery with that Zeal and Vigour, till his 
infatuated Conſcience has perverted the King into a Tyrant. 
And not to ftop here, if the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Ma- 
jeſty makes a King ſupreme Moderator and Governour both 
Eccleſiaſtick and Civil, what does this Popiſß King by admit- 
ting the Pope's Church-Supre macy, but diveſt himſelf of half 
his Royalty, whilft like the junior King of Brentford in the 
Play, he reſigus and alienates the right-hand Power of Ma- 
jeſty to an Invader and a Uſurper ? And whilft-we are thus 
enſlav'd by a Medley Government betwixt Tyranny and Uſu: - 
pation, by eſtabliſhing a Papiſt on a Throne, we are ſo far from 
prelerying the Crown, that 1s the Imperial Dignity, ina right 
Line of Succeſſion, that we do not preſerve it at all, but on 
the contrary extirpate and deſtroy, it, whilſt by enthroning a 
Papiſt we totally ſubvert and depoſe the very Monarchy it ſelt. 
And can it be the Duty of either Engliſhmen or Chriſtians, to 
have that Zeal for a corrupted leprous Branch of Royalty, that 
we mult ruin both Religion, Government, and Majeſty it ſelf, 
to ſupport him? How much more conliftent would it be with 
the honeſt, prudent, and lawful Means of a Nation's Pre ſer- 
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vation, to take one Link out of the whole Chain of Succeſ 
tion, than by preſerving that, to break the whole to pieces? 

Next let us ſee, who tis the Commons of England would ren- 
der uncapable of inheriting the Imperial Crown; a Prince of 
the Royal Blood, nurs'd and bred up in the Proteftant Alle- 
giance and Faith, and afterwards ſeduc'd and perverted to the 
Romiſh Principles and Superftition. And what's that, but a 
Prince whom the unanimous Voice both of King and People 
(for ſuch are the Laws of England) have declar'd guilty of 


High Treaſon, as we find in the firſt Statute in the 23d of Eli. 
zabeth e | | | 


3 STATUTE. 

Be it declared and enatted by the Authority of this preſent Parlia- 
ment, That all Perſons whatever, which have, or ſhall have, or pre- 
tend to have power, or ſhall by any way or means put in practice to 
abſolve, perſuade, or withdraw any the Queen's Majeſty's Subjects, or 
any within her Highneſs's Realms and Dominions, from their natural 
Obedience to her Majeſly ; or withdraw em for that intent from the 
Religion now by ber Highneſs's Authority eftabliſh'd within her Highneſs's. 
Deminicns, to the Romiſh Religion; or to make them, or any of them, 
#0 promiſe any Obedience to any pretended Authority of the See of Rome, 
or any other Prince, State, or Potentate, to be had or uſed within her 
Dominions; or ſhall do any Overt-A# to that intent or purpoſe : and 
every of them ſhall be to all intents adjudg'd Traitors ; and being 
thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall have Judgment to ſuffer and forfeit a 
in caſe of High Treaſon. Mo, 

And if any renn al, after the end of this Seffions of Parlia- 
ment, by any means be willingly abſolved or withdrawn as aforeſaid, or 
willingly reconciled, or ſhall promiſe any ſuch Obedience to any ſuch 
pretended Authority, Prince, State, or Potentate, as is aforeſaid ; then 
every ſuch Perſon, their Procurers and Counſellors thereunto, being 
thereof lawfully convitted, ſhall be tryed and judged, and ſhall ſuffer 
and forſeit as in Caſes of High Treaſon. 


Nor was this Act any more than a Confirmation and Expla- 
nation of an Act made before, in the thirteenth Year of her 
Reign; where tis likewiſe declar'd, That if any Perſon, or Per- 
fons, ſhall willingly receive or take any Abſolutions or Reconciliations 
from the See of Rome, that they and their Seducers ſhall be. equally 
guilty of High Treaſon. Nay, we have an Act even in Aenry VIII's 
Reign, in which is declar'd, That any Man that ſhall refuſe the 
Oath of Henry's Supremacy in Renunciation of the Pope, ſhall be guilty 
of High Treaſon, 

- If then we have a Popiſh Heir preſumptive, of the ſame 


brand that theſe Laws have mark'd him out, I would ask, what 


Crime *t1s in the People of England to endeavour to diſable a 
| Traitor 
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Traitor from wearing a Crown ? Beſides, they conſider t 
are under a regulated and bounded Government, a ou Oy 
ment where no Man ſtands or falls but by his own A& and 
Decree; whilſt the whole Diſpenſation of eum and Tuum are 


made by every Man's ſelf, or his 1 * Since then 

the People of England, as the Lawmakers, are an eſſential part 

of the Government, and are fully aſſur d in the Reign of a 

Papiſt, that Right will be deftroy'd ; why ſhould not they be 

as active and vigorous for their own Royal Inheritance, and 

ſacred Succeſſion of Power as a King for his? nay, they ought 

to be the more vigorous of the two. For the King in D 

fending a Popiſh Heir, protects but that Succeſſor, whoſe Tyran- 

ny he ſhall never live to ſee, fince it commences but from his 

Grave; but the People of England, in aſſerting their Rights 

and Liberties, and defending themſelves and their Heirs, do 

oppoſe that Tyranny which they may both live to ſee and feel. 

And that they may afſure themſelves they ſhall feel it, if ever 

a Papiſt mounts this Throne; then all their Murmars, their 

Petitions, Proteſtings, and Aſſociation- Votes will be remem- 

ber'd to the purpoſe. He that has gone a long and tireſom 

Journy thro Brakes and Briars to a ſplendid Palace, when once 

| in poſſeſnon, will ſend out to root up all thoſe Thorns, and 

' weed thoſe Thiftles that gor'd him in the way. Alas, too ſure? 

| * he'll make good that old Promiſe of God to the Seed of the 

Woman, He'll cruſh their Heads, that bruiſed his feels. And 

would it not be hard, that the Folly and Fall of une Man 

ſhould renew our old Adam's Misfortune, and entail a Curſe on 

our whole Engliſh Generation ? If the Policy of Rome, like the 

old Serpent's Subtilty, has puft him up into an Ambition and 

| Luft of being equal to God ; may he have Adam's Succeſs too, 

whilft the Proteſtant Hearts and Hands of England ftand, like 

the Angel's Flaming-Sword, to expel him from that once He- 

3 Paradiſe, Which now his Apoſtacy has juſtly forfeited 
and loſt. 

Beſides, that the diſinheriting of an Heir to the Crown of 
England may not appear a thing ſo illegal, or indeed ſo mon- 
ſtrous as ſome People would make it, I would only refer thoſe 
vehement Aſſertors of the inviolable Right of Succeſſion, to 
our own Chronicles for their Con futation. For they'll find not 
only the Succeſſion was ſcarce ever kept for three Kings Reigrs 
together, in a dirett Line of Deſcent, fince the Conqueſt ; but 
that the Crown and Succeſſion were frequently diſpos'd and 
ſettled by Acts of Parliament. I ſhall need inftance but in 
ſome few particulars. In the 25th of Henry VIII. we find the 
Parliament ordering the Succeſſion, and enatting, That the Im- 
perial Crown of this Realm ſhall be to King Henry VIII. and to the 
Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten on Queen Aune, and the Heirs 4 

by 
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the Bodies of ſuch ſeveral Sons reſpectively, according to the Courſe of 
Inheritance ; and for Default of ſuch Iſſue, then to the Sons of bis Body 
in like manner; and upon Failure of ſuch Iſſue, then to the Lady Eli- 
zabeth, Oc. By the ſame Statute is every Subject at full Age 
oblig'd by an Oath to defend the Contents of this, and the 
Refuſal made' Miſprifog of Treaſon. In the 287% Year of his 
Reign was that A repeal'd, and the Parliament entail'd the 
Crown on' the Heirs of his Body by Queen Jane; the Lady 
Mary and the Lady Elizabeth being both declar'd illegitimate, 
the firſt as the Daughter of Katherine, formerly his Brother's 
Wife, and dirorcd; and the laſt as the Daughter of Anne Bo- 
logn, atta inted of High Treaſon, And in caſe he died without 
Iſſue, then the Parliament empower'd him by the ſame Act to 
diſpoſe of the Succeſſion by his own Letters-Patents, or his 
laſt Will. In the 35th Year of his Reign the Parliament gran- 
ted the Succeſſion to Edward; and for want of Heirs of his 
Body, to the Lady Mary, and the Heirs of her Body; and for 
want of ſuch Hears, to the Lady Elizabeth : but both ſubject to 
ſuch Conditions as the King ſhould limit by his Letters Pa: 
tents,” or by his laſt Will fign'd by his Hand. And if the King 
left no fuch Conditions by his Will, or under his Letters-Pa- 
tents, then either of them ſhould enjoy the Imperial Crown, 
with the Limitations only made in that Act. 

: * ele Acts we may plainly ſee, that the Succeſſion of the 
Engliſh Ctogh was wholly ſubjected to the Diſpoſal, Determi- 
nations, ant. Limitations of Parliament. And that we may 
be well atlor'd that that Right lay in them, Henry VIII. was a 
Prince of that Wiſdom and Prudence, and fo far from ſubmit-, 
ting to Parliaments, that we may be very well aſſur'd, that he 
would never have complimented them with a Power that was 
not their due. If he had thought. in the leaſt that he could 
have diſpos d of the Succeſſion himſelf, no doubt but he would 
have challeng'd the Prerogative, had he had it to challenge. 
And as in every one of theſe three Acts they declar'd that their 
Zeal for ene the Succeſſion was for prevention of thole 
Miſchiefs and that Bloodſhed that might poſſibly be occaſion d 
by future Diſputes; here tis obſervable, that whilft they thus 
bandy'd the Succeſſion ſo many various ways, by three ſeveral, 
Acts in one 4 Reign, they did not ſo much reſpect the, 
Preſervation of the right Heir, as the Kingdom's Safety. 
For had they been ſo paffionately tender for the next of Blood 
in that Age, as ſome would have us be in this, they would ne- 
ver have excluded the Lady Mary and Elizabeth from the Crown 
in one Act, or never have re- admitted them again in another, 
Beſides, one thing is remarkable in theſe Acts of Parliament, 
viz. The laſt Act of Parliament gives the Succeſſion to thoſe, 
very Ladies whom the King and Parliament had —_ W 
clar 


clar'd and recorded illegitimate., , Nay, they had proceeded fp 
far, as to make it Treaſon for any Man by Writing or Printing 
to ſay or declare that either the Lady Mary or the Lady Eliza- 
beth were legitimate; and yet afterwards theſe were no Impe- 
diments to debar them from a Throne. And England was never 
more bleſs'd, than under the long and glorious Reign of that 
excellent Princeſs Elizabeth, how - Wegitimate ſoever ſhe had 
been render'd. I ſhall only cite one Act more, and that is the 
12th of Elizabeth, where 'tis made Treaſon 0 affirm the Right of 
- Succeſſion of the Crown to be in any other, than the Queen; or to affirm 
that the Laws and Statutes made in Parliament, do not bind the Kight 
of the Crown, and the Deſcent, Limitation, Inheritance, and Governance 
thereof. If after ſo plain and evident Proofs of the undeniable 
Power of Parliaments, we meet ſo many Snarlers againſt the 
Proceedings of the laft, I know no excuſe they can make for 
themſelves, but by owning their Ignorance to be as great as 
their Impudence, d ubs 
If then (which no Man in his right Wits can deny) our 
Religion, Lives, and Liberties are only held by a Proteſtant 
Tenure, and the Majeſty of England not only by the force of 
his Coronation-Oath, but by all the Ties whatever ought to be 
the Pillar and Bulwark of the Proteſtant Faich; and at the 
ſame time granting that we have a Popiſh Prince to inherit 
the Imperial Crown of England, he ought certainly in all 
juſtice as little to aſcend this Throne, as Nebuchadnezzar ought 
to have kept his, when the immediate Blaſt of Heaven had 
made him ſo uncapahle of ruling as a King, that he was only 
a Companion fir for Brutes and Savages. And if he had no in- 
juſtice done him when he was thruft out into his proper Ele- 
ment, to feed and herd with the Beaſts of the Field; a Papiſt 
Heir of England, with that Perſuaſion, and Principles ſo de- 
ſtructive to che Britiſh State, has as little wrong done bim in 
being debar'd from the Succeſſion; as a fitter Gueft for a Cloy- 
fter than a Throne. | 
remember Story tells us, That the Mother of Paris, the 
Son of King Priam, dreaming before his Birth ſhe had brought 
forth a Firebrand, that ſhould one day ſet their Troy in flames; 
immediately upon this, che afflicted King, as a true Father of 
his Country, notwithſtanding all the Compunctions of Nature, 
and Tyes of Blood, was fo far from cheriſhing even his own 
Race, and a Branch of himſclf, that he order d the Intant to 
be brought up an.ongft Swains, as the Son of a Shepherd; 
where, diveſted or all his, princely Fortunes, and ignorant of 
his own high Blood, he ſhould end his days in ignoble Ohſcuri- 
ty: And all this out of the prophetick Horror but of a Dream, 
that ſcem d to threaten the Peace and dafety of his Kingdom. 
And ho much more reaſon has the preſent Power of Englars, 


for 
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for effectually oppoſing Popery, by diſinheriting a Popiſh Sue. 
ceſſor, — er © popiſh Monarch, our 3 has the 
undeniable Aſſurance of being put into a flame; when Priam's 
Fear was but a Dream? How fabulous ſoever this Story may 
appear, yet I am certain we have too much reaſon to eſteem 
the Moral of it Oraculous. And ſurely our preſent greateſt 
Sticklers for an unbroken Succeſſion of the | on, muſt of 
all Mankind ſet but a very little price upon their Country, 
and conclude our England the moſt inconſiderable part of Chri/- 
tendom, when the Intereſt of one Man ſhall outweigh that of 
three Kingdoms, with the whole Safety of Religion it ſelf, and 
the Glory of God to fill up the Ballance. But indeed they are 
reſoly'd to be poſitive; and be the next of Blood a Papift or 
a Mahometan, yet if he be born to it, let him govern us. And 
truly I cannot forbear to repeat one of their commoneſt Ar- 


uments, and as they think ſtrongeſt ; which is, If the Son of 4 
| — Gentleman, tho a Papiſt, aal inhe 


hereditary Eſtate ;, is it not hard, nay barbarous Injuſtice, thas the Son 


rit and quietly poſſeſs his 


a King, and the Heir of a Crown, ſhould loſe his Patrimony of three 
—.— for being a Papiſt? V * 

Tho this Argument, as Argumentum 4 Fortiori, has a mighty 
Sound in't; yet how feeble will it appear, when the Analogy 
ſhall be examin'd ? 

The Papift Gentleman that's born to an Eſtate, may peace- 
ably inherit it, yes, and with ſome reaſon for it; for he's the 
Subject of a Proteſtant Kingdom, and as ſuch, has Proteſtant 
Laws to rule him. He can neither force his Neighbours or 
his Tenant to Maſs, or impriſon or burn 'em for Hereticks, 
nor ſeize their Eſtates as forfeited to Rome, whilft he is a Pa- 
piſt. His Religion is only to himſelf; and if he takes any vio- 
lent or unlawful courſe to propagate his own Perſuaſion, he's 
not ſo big but he ma he brought into Weſtminſter- Hall to an- 
ſwer for it. Nay, poliihly the Papiſt Subject under a Proteſtant 
Government may ſometimes behave himſelf as a more harmleſs 
and quiet Commonwealthſman than a Proteſtant himſelf, if 
for no other than his own Preſervation, as not daring to awa- 
ken that Juſtice that may inflict the penal Statutes againft him 
for his Recuſancy. 0 

But how directly contrary to all this, is the Influence of a 
Romiſh Heir, when there is not one of all the deſtructive Qua- 
lities (of which a private Man can ne'er be guilty} that he on 
the other ſide ſhall not vigorouſly and undoubtedly put in exe- 
cution, when once the Acquiſition of a Crown has enabled 
him for it, as we have at large diſcours'd before? And if the 
Princely Popiſh Heir be dihinherited, when a private Gentle- 
man eſcapes, tis not for his Religion, for that may be alike in 
both ; but for his uncontroulable Power of eſtabliſhing that 

Religion, 
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Religion, which a Royal Station will inevitably give him. 

Alas, the Proteftant Strength is above the Fear of any little 
Popiſh Beaſts of Prey: it only behoves their Safety to hunt 
the Imperial Lion down. f 

If then the Engliſb Blood boils ſo high, and the Acceſs of a 
Papiſt to a Throne muſt neceſſarily meet a Paſſage ſo difficult, 
with all theſe ſolid Bars between; if his Religion were as ho- 
nourable as *tis invincible, what deathleſs Fame, and what 
eternal Trophies might a Popiſh Heir atchieve, if the Welfare 
of a King and three Kingdoms could ſo far influence him, as 
freely of himſelf to make the Union of King and People a 
Work of his own creation, by ſlackning the fatal Strength of a 
too generous Brother's over-violent Friendſhip ; and ſo ren- 
dring our univerſal Peace his Inclination, and not Neceſſity? 

I remember in the old Roman Hiftory, when a long Plague 
had reign'd in Rome, and an Earthquake had open'd a prodi- 
gious Gulph in the middle of the Forum, their Conſulted Oracle 
told 'em, that neither the Plague ſhould be ftopt, nor the 
Breach clos'd, till the moſt noble Victim in Rome had appeas'd 
their angry Deity, When Curtiu, a noble Youth of Rome, of 
the beſt and higheſt Roman Quality, moſt princely adorn'd, and 
moſt gallantly mounted on horſeback, with a Look ſo gay and 
ſo cheerful, more like that of 'a Bridegroom than a Sacrifice, 
amidſt a thouſand wondering tender Eyes around him, rode 
headlong into the yawning Pit. Thus falling, unterrify'd at ſo 
dreadful a Precipice for his Country's Deliverance, he extor- 
ted the Promiſe of the Oracle; for the Peſtilence ceas'd, and 
the cloting Earth ſeal'd up his Grave. 

The voluntary Reſignation of a Popiſh Heir, would be no 
leſs a ſignal National Service, in the preſent Exigence of Eng- 
land, than that of Curtizs in Rome; only *tis attended with 
milder Circumſtances. Our State, as dangerous as it is, does 
not require any ſanguinary Sacrifice: The Cure he might 
make to all our Plagues, would be only the eaſter Oblation of 
quitting the doubtful proſpett of a remote and craggy Throne 
and that too, to refix a ſhaking Crown, to regain the Hearts 
ot a whole Nation, and build himſelf that Pyramid of Ho- 
nour, which would outſhine the wearing a Diadem. 

Belides, let Plotting, but once end, and the pendent Sword, 
Which, like that of Damocles, hangs but by a Hair o'er our 
Sovereign's Head, be ſafely ſheath'd, and give Nature fair 
plays the little Difparity of their Years conſider'd, the re- 
1gning of a Crown in all human probability would not appear, 
at ſo much diftance and ſuch uncertainty, altogether ſo extra- 
vagant an Offering, eſpecially when *tis made for a King and 
Brother's Safety and Glory, a Kingdom's Peace and Proſperity ; 
nay indeed, the whole Repoſe of Chriſtendom, when the Con- 
| Mts cordance 
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cordance of the King and Parliament is the greateft mean; 
for ſtrengthning thoſe foreign Alliances, that may give check 
to the fatal Growth of France, | 

Nay, above all this, what immortal Glory would it bring 
even to the Romiſh Religion it ſelf, when a Prince ſo in. 
mediately ally'd to a Crown, ſhall voluntarily lay aſide the 
Hopes and Pretenſions to a Temporal Diadem for an Immor. 
tal one? And how many more, at leaſt more hearty Con- 
verts would ſo tranſcendent an Example of Piety make, be- 
yond the utmoſt ſeverer Influence of a Throne? Nay, I may 
even without flattery ſay, the Deed would make him ſo ado- 
Table, that for loſing a Crown, he would almoſt raiſe himſelf 
an Altar? | 

But Rome (Heaven knows) has other Work in hand, ſhe! 
have no Proſelytes of that kind of Creation; her road of 
Converſion, I aſſure you, lies quite another way: Beides, 
her Champions are not made of ſo pure and refin'd an Oar, 
their Minerals are more coarſe, and more allay'd, Her Saints, 
in ſpite of all their Heavenly Contemplations, have ſtill fo 
much of Earth about them, that like the Feet of Daniels 
Image, they are a mixture between Iron and Clay. 

But to ſum up all; If no Reaſon muſt or ſhall prevaih and 
that right or wrong a Papift muſt ſucceed, when all the inſe- 
parable Cruelties of Pope and Popery ſhall ſurround us; 
ſuppoſe the worſt that may be, that the dreadful approach of 
certain Slavery, ſo oppoſite to the freeborn Genius of England, 
has exaſperated them into a Spirit of Rebellion; what is it 
but the peſtilential Air of reigning Popery, that bloats and 
ſwells them into that Contagion ? And it the Popiſh King ſum- 
mons all his Thunder to puniſh them for't, what- can the 
greateſt Favourer of Rome make more on't, than that he 
warps them crooked, and then breaks them to pieces, becauſe 
they are not ſtrait? And what's the whole Sum of a revolting 
Nation under a Popiſh Tyrant, but uſing a violent Cure to ex- 
pel an univerſal Poiſon ? 8 

But here will ſome pretended pious Objectors ſay, How 
© ſhall we dare to revolt? Remember we are Chriſtians, and 
© we muſt obey, or at leaft yield a Paffive-Obedience to our 
King; be his Religion, Principles or Government never ſo 
© tyrannick, he is ftill the Lord's Anointed, and our native 
© Sovereign.“ DN: 

[ would ask what this Lord's Anointed is, and who tis is our 
native Sovereign, when inftead of being free SubjeAs, Pope 
and Tyranny ſhall rule over us, and we are made Slaves and 
Papiſts? We are bound indeed, by our Oaths of Allegiance, 
to a conſtant Loyalty to the King and his lawful Succeſſors. 


Very right: By that Oath we are. bound to be his lawful 
| Succeitor's 
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Succeſſor's loyal Subjects, but why his loyal Slaves? Or how 
is an arbitrary abſolute Popiſh Tyrant any longer a lawful 
Succeſſor to a Proteſtant eftabliſh'd and bounded Government; 
when lawfully ſucceeding to this limited Monarchy, he atter- 
wards violently, unlawfully and tyrannically over-runs the due 
bounds of Power, diſſolves the whole Royal Conſtitution of 
the three Free States of England, and the Subje&s Petition of 
Right ? Whilft wholly abandoning thoſe Reins of Government 
which were his lawful Birthright, and making new ones of 
his own illegal Creation, he makes us neither thoſe Freeborn 
Subjects we were when we took that Oath, nor himſelf thac 
King we ſwore to be loyal to. But, alas! that Bugbear Paſ- 
ſiue Obedience is a Notion crept into the World, and moſt zea- 
louſly, and perhaps as ignorantly defended. There never 
wanted the Authority even of Holy Writ it ſelf, on all occa- 
lions, to vindicate every thing z and there's ſcarce a Prece- 
dent in the oldeft Hiſtorick Part of the Bible, that ſhall not, 
by an extorted . N be appropriated even to the Du- 
ty and Neceſſity of all Ages, Places and Conſtitutions of the 
World. For example, They'l tell you that the Prophet Sa- 
© muel makes this Anſwer to the Jews that deſir'd 4a King, 
That he would make their Sons and Daughters Slaves, and 
© give their Fields, their Vineyards and their Olive-yards, c. 
© to his Servants, and all this and much more they muft ex. 
< pet from a King, c. And ye ſhall cry out in that day, 
* becauſe of your King that you have choſen, and the Lord 
© will not hear you in that day: Which was as much, as if the 
© Prophet. had ſaid, If a King ſhall, as he may do this, you 
© have no Redreſs but to your Prayers for his Converſion, and 
© they perhaps too ſhall not be heard.* He does not tell them 
they might revolt or rebel toredrefs themſelves; no, Heaven 
forbid he ſhould; for what was the King they defir'd, but like 
thoſe of the Nations about them? And what were thoſe 
Kings but abſolute ? In their own breath lay the Voice of 
the Laws, and fic volo fic jubeo was a Decree or Statute ; and 
it they voluntarily ſubmitted, and vow'd Allegiance to a King 
ſo abſolute and ſo arbitrary, as ſuch they ought to obey him. 
And as they freely would run all risks of whatever might fol- 
low, it was their own Choice, and volenti non fit Injuria. Here 
indeed a Paſſive-Obedience was due; but what's this to a King 
of England? *Tis not here, fic wolo fic jubeo; here 'tis firſt fic 
vult Populus, and then comes, ſic jabet Rex. Here all our Laws 
and Decrees, by which we are govern'd, are of the Peoples 
Choice, firſt made by the Subject, and then confirm'd by the 
King, Here a King cannot take our Sons and Daughters, or 
our Fields and Vineyards away, unleſs we pleaſe to give him 


them, 
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If the three States of England, which we ſuppoſe the whole 
Body of England lawfully conven'd in Parliament, ſhall ſub- 
mit to ſuch an arbitrary Majeſty, to have their Magna Charta 
aboliſh'd, their Religion and Liberties deftroy'd, and to have 
Popery and arbitrary Power ſet up, and yield to have the 
Right of Lords and Commons extirpated, and all devolve in- 
to the King; ſo that like the old Kings of Iſrael, he may ft 
up Idols and molten Calves, and make us bow down and wor- 
ſhip them; if they will do all this, then indeed we are his 
lawful Slaves, and as ſuch 'tis our Duty to pay him an entire 
undiſputed Obedience. 

I would only beg the World ſeriouſly to conſider how Mo- 
narchy. it ſelf is acquir'd and founded, and then the Duty of 
Subjects will be more ealily diſcern d. 


Monarchy can be acquir d but two ways. 

Firft by the Choice of the People, who frequently, in the 
e of the World, out of the natural Deſire of Safety, 
for the ſecuring a peaceful Community and Converſation, 
choſe a ſingle Perſon to be their Head, as a proper Supreme 
Moderator in all Differences that might ariſe to diſquiet that 
Community. Thus were Kings made for the People, and not 
the People for the King. 

The other Acquiſition of Monarchy, was by Conqueſt. 
The Glory and Pleaſure of reigning grew ſo tempting, that 
(eſpecially in latter Ages) they ſpur'd on ambitious Minds 
to obtain that by Force, which in the Infancy of Time, and 
the firſt Original of Nations, appears to be generally the Peo- 
ple's Choice, and not Compulſion. | 

However, whether Choice or Compulſion, yet after Poſ- 
' _— and the People's Submiſſion, the Right of Kings is 
acred, 


Now Conqueſt is twofold. 

The firſt ſort is, where the Conqueror wholly over-runs 2 
Nation or People, and like thoſe that take Towns by Storm, 
deftroys and depopulates, kills or enſlaves, and then eſta - 
bliſhes Religion, Rights and Laws, ſolely at the will of the 
Conqueror. | 

The other kind is, when the Vanquiſh'd come to capitulate 
before they yield, and only ſurrender upon Terms. 

Such was our laſt Norman Conqueſt, when the Inhabitants 
of Kent, and the Biſhops of London, upon a Parly, prevail'd 
with him (as our Records atteſt) to confirm their Cuſtoms 
and Rights, eftabliſh'd and r them by Edward the Con- 
feſſor; whilſt the Lenity of the Conqueror, contenting him- 
ſelf with no larger a Prerogative than their laſt Saxon ang 
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had poſſeſs d before him, ſubmitted to make their own native 


common Laws of England the Standard of his Juſtice, and the 
Continuation of their antient Privileges the Cement of their 
new Allegiance. WW 

In this mild Channel ran the Engliſh. Monarchy, till in the 
Reign of Henry the Third the Magna Charta was confirm'd ; 
which indeed was but a Monumental. Regiſter of the Liber- 
ties and Immunities of Engliſhmen enjoy'd before (tho not ſo 
fix'd) in their pious Edward's Reign. In this State has the 
Majeſty of England, the Dignity of Parliaments, and the Li- 


berty of the People (bating their former Servility to Rome) 


continu'd ever ſince. And if now at laft Popery muſt and 
ſhall come in (as by Law it cannot) and conſequently muſt be 
reftor'd by arbitrary Power: If a new Monarchy, then a 
new Conqueſt ; and if a Conqueſt, Heaven forbid we ſhould 
be ſubdu'd like leſs than Engliſhmen, or be debar'd the com- 
mon Right of all Nations, which is, to reſiſt and repel an 
Invader if we can. >. 

But to ſum up allthis, I muſt ay, the moſt vehement Diſ- 
putants againft the Peoples Right of defending . themſelves, 
muſt at leaſt acknowledg thus much, that whenever a. Popiſh 
King ſhall by Tyranny eftabliſh the Pope's Juriſdiftion in 
England, undoubtedly in the Eye of God he is guilty of a grea- 
ter Sin than that People can be, that with open Arms oppole 
that Tyranny ; for by introducing Popery by Tyranny, by one 
unjuſt Power he eſtabliſhes another as unjuſt, and by one III 
defends a worſe ; whereas the People of England, 1n taking 
Arms againſt that Tyranny, defend a juſt Right, viz. their 
Religion, Lives and Liberties. 

Thus when a Popiſh Monarch ſhall ſubvert all Right, and 
violate all Laws, till. oppreſſinga wretched Nation, more like 
a Lupus Agri than Pater Patrie, he ſo wholly perverts the Duty 
of his great Office, and defaces in himſelf the neareft Image 
of a Deity, by ſo falſly repreſenting his Vicegerent ; Ima- 
Zine, on the other fide, a perſecuted deplorable People, even 
abandon'd by God, and ſo exaſperated by Injuftice, till they 
ſtruggle againſt the Yoke, and the Horror of this Gorgon, in 
ſpite of all their native Duty, has harden'd them into Diſobe- 
dience; and then what can a poor Nation expect but Ven- 
geance and Deftruttion? If this be our Rod of Iron, this the 
King ordain'd to rule over us, what fignifies all our long pud- 
der about a Plot? Give the Papifts that Point, and allow them 
all they dare ask, that there neither is nor has been any 
Popiſh Plot, that the Evidence are perjur'd, and that Coleman's 
Letters, Godfrey's Murder, and Bedloe's dying Atteſtations, &c. 
are nothing to the purpoſe. Grant this and twice as much 
more, yet allowing at the ſame time, that Providence has _ 
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creed us a Papiſt and a Bigot fora King, no matter then for 
Plotters, Jeſuits or Ruffians, the very Eſſence of a Popiſh 
Sucoeſſor is the greateſt Plot upon England ſince the Creation 3 
a Plot of God himſelf to ſcourge a Nation, and make three 
Kingdoms miſerable, As for the other Plot, what was it but a 
ſecret Confederacy between a handful of feeble Villains, the 
Limbs of the Roman Hara ? But, alas, with all their Deſigns 
they were but Men, andas ſuch we have ſeen them both de- 
tetted and defeated. But if we are predeſtin'd for a Romiſh 
Government, that's a Plot indeed, a Deſign form'd by the ir- 
refiftible Decrees of Heaven, either for our Sins, or what 
Cauſe to'it ſelf beft known, to lay a groaning Country in 
Ruin. Nay the Ruin is ſo univerſal, we mufi give it no 
Bounds : For upon the ſuppoſition of a Popiſh Heir, we muſt 
not conclude, that *tis only the poor diftreſs'd Proteftants that 
ſhall feel the ſmart, and ftand the mark of Slavery and Mar- 
tyrdom. A Popiſh King has that peſtilential Influence, that 
he blafts even the very Party he ſmiles upon, and entails a 
Curſe upon his deareſt darling Favourites. As for inftance, if 
after this King's Reign ſteps up a Proteſtant Prince (for ſurely 
the whole Royal Blood muſt not all follow his,Apoftacy, and 
degenerate in ſecula ſeculorum) then what becomes of the Popiſh 
Intereſt in the next Generation ; and all that flouriſhing Par- 
ty, whom either the Witchcrafts of Rome, or the Contagion 
of Regis ad Exemplum has nurs'd up for Ruin? Tis the grea- 
teſt Toil of the next King's Reign, to make thoſe ſeverer Sta- 
tutes for future Ages, to ſuppreſs the Inſolencies and Follies 
of the paſt z whilft thoſe very Idols, that were Saints but 
yeſterday, are now cruſh'd and daſh'd to pieces. . 

Thus a Popiſh King undoes at once the Heretick Party in his 
own Reign, and the Roman Catholick in the next; and then 
who is it, that he either does or can make happy? Why no- 
thing but an Atheiſt, he that believes there is no God, and 
ſo makes the name of the moſt faſhionable Religion, the 
Baud to his Pleaſures and Preferments; or at beſt that Latt- 
tudinarian Believer, that can kneel to a Crucifix to day, and 
burn it to morrow. This and this only Principle can be ſate 
under a Papiſt, and theſe are the only Men that in their 
right Wits ought to be unconcern'd at the danger of a Popiſh 


Succeſſor, 


FINTS, 
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